
 

 
 

BIBLE PERSECUTION REFERENCES 
  

Stephen was preaching the gospel in Jerusalem on the Passover after Christ’s crucifixion when he was cast out of the 

city and stoned to death. About 2,000 Christians suffered martyrdom during this time (about 34 A.D.).  

 

James, the son of Zebedee and the elder brother of John, was killed when Herod Agrippa arrived as governor of 

Judea.  

Philip, a disciple from Bethsaida in Galilee, suffered martyrdom at Heliopolis in Phrygia. He was scourged, thrown 

into prison, and afterwards crucified (about 54 A.D.).  

 

Matthew, the tax-collector from Nazareth who wrote a gospel in Hebrew, was preaching in Ethiopia when he 

suffered martyrdom by the sword (about 60 A.D.).  

 

James, the brother of Jesus, administered the early church in Jerusalem and was the author of a book in the Bible. At 

the age of 94 he was beat and stoned, and finally had his brains bashed out with a fuller's club.  

 

Matthias was the apostle who filled the vacant place of Judas. He was stoned at Jerusalem and then beheaded.  

 

Andrew, the brother of Peter, preached the gospel throughout Asia. On his arrival at Edessa, he was arrested and 

crucified on a cross, two ends of which were fixed transversely in the ground (thus the term, St. Andrew's Cross).  

 

Mark was converted to Christianity by Peter, and then transcribed Peter’s account of Jesus in his Gospel. Mark was 

dragged to pieces by the people of Alexandria in front of Serapis, their pagan idol.  

 

Peter was condemned to death and crucified at Rome. Jerome holds that Peter was crucified upside down, at his own 

request, because he said he was unworthy to be crucified in the same manner as his Lord.  

 

Paul suffered in the first persecution under Nero. Because of the converting impact he was having on people in the 

face of martyrdom, he was led to a private place outside the city where he gave his neck to the sword.  

 

Jude, the brother of James, was commonly called Thaddeus. He was crucified at Edessa in about 72 A.D.  

 

Bartholomew translated the Gospel of Matthew in India. He was cruelly beaten and crucified by idolaters there.  

 

Thomas, called Didymus, preached in Parthia and India. He was thrust through with a spear by pagan priests.  

 

Luke was the author of the Gospel under his name. He travelled with Paul through various countries and was 

supposedly hanged on an olive tree by idolatrous priests in Greece.  

 

Barnabas, of Cyprus, was killed without many known facts in about 73 A.D.  Simon, surnamed Zelotes, preached in 

Africa and Britain, where he was crucified in about 74 A.D.  

 

John, the "beloved disciple," was the brother of James. Although he suffered great persecution, including 

imprisonment where he wrote the book of Revelation, he was the only apostle who escaped a violent death.  



 

 
 

Matthew 5:11-12 – “God blesses you when you are mocked and persecuted and lied about because you are my 

followers.  Be happy about it!  Be very glad!  For a great reward awaits you in heaven.  And remember, the ancient 

prophets were persecuted too.” 

Matthew 5:44-47 – “You have heard that the law of Moses says, ‘Love you neighbour and hate your enemy’.  But I 

say to you love your enemies!  Pray for those who persecute you!  In that way, you will be acting as true children of 

your Father in heaven.  For he gives his sunlight to the evil and the good, and he sends his rain on the just and on the 

unjust, too.  If you love only those who love you, what good is that?  Even corrupt tax collectors do that much.  If 

you are kind only to your friends, how are you different from anyone else?  Even pagans do that.  But you are to be 

perfect, even as your father in heaven is perfect.” 

Matthew 10:33 – “But whoever denies me before men, I will also deny him before my Father who is in heaven.” 

Matthew 16:24-25 – “If any of you wants to be my follower, you must put aside your selfish ambition, shoulder 

your cross, and follow me.  If you try to keep your life for yourself, you will lose it.  But if you give up your life for 

me, you will find true life.” 

Matthew 24:9 – “Then you will be arrested, persecuted, and killed.  You will be hated all over the world because of 

your allegiance to me.” 

John 15:18-22 – “When the world hates you, remember it hated me before it hated you.  The world would love you 

if you belonged to it, but you don’t.  I choose you to come out of the world, and so it hates you.  Do you remember 

what I told you?  ‘A servant is not greater than the master.’  Since they persecuted me, naturally they will persecute 

you.  And if they had listened to me, they would listen to you!  The people of this world will hate you because you 

belong to me, for they don’t know God who sent me.  They would not be guilty if I had not come and spoken to 

them.  But now they have no excuse for their sin.” 

John 16:33b – “In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” 

Romans 12:12 – “Be glad for all God is planning for you.  Be patient in trouble, and always be prayful.” 

Romans 12:14 – “If people persecute you because are a Christian, don’t curse them; pray that God will bless them.” 

2 Corinthians 4:8-11 – “We are pressed on very side by troubles, but we are not crushed and broken.  We are 

perplexed, but we don’t give up and quit.  We are hunted down, but God never abandons us.  We get knocked down, 

but we get up again and keep going.  Through suffering, these bodies of ours constantly share in the death of Jesus so 

that the life of Jesus may also be seen in our bodies.  Yes, we live under constant danger of death because we serve 

Jesus, so that the life of Jesus will be obvious in our dying bodies.  So we live in the face of death, but it has resulted 

in eternal life for you.” 

2 Corinthians 11:23-27 – “They say they serve Christ?  I know I sound like a madman but I have served him far 

more!  I have worked harder, been put in jail more often, been whipped times without number, and faced death again 

and again.  Five different times the Jews gave me thirty-nine lashes.  Three times I was beaten with rods.  Once I was 

stoned.  Three times I was shipwrecked.  Once I spent a whole night and a day adrift at sea.  I have travelled many 

weary miles.  I have faced danger from flooded rivers and from robbers.  I have faced danger from my own people, 

the Jews, as well as from the Gentiles.  I have faced danger in the cities, in the deserts, and on the stormy seas.  And I 

have faced danger from men who claim to be Christians but are not.  I have lived with weariness and pain and 

sleepless nights.  Often I have been hungry and thirsty and have gone without food.  Often I have shivered with cold, 

without enough clothing to keep me warm.” 

2 Timothy 3:12 – “Yes, and everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.” 

Hebrews 13:3 – “Don’t forget about those in prison.  Suffer with them as though you were there yourself.  Share the 

sorrow of those being mistreated, as though you feel their pain in your own bodies.” 


